
Discover  
which decade 
your office 
coffee is from.

The evolution 
of the office



Early 20th Century
It’s just not that good.

In the early 20th century, coffee was often 
made in percolators or urns and served in 
communal pots. This coffee was typically 
low-quality, over-brewed and stale.

Is the coffee in your office served in 
communal pots?
Then your workplace is something out  
of a Dicken’s novel.
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1950s & 1960s
It comes from a vending machine.

In the 50s and 60s, coffee vending 
machines were popular in offices and 
factories. These machines dispensed 
instant coffee, which was convenient  
but often lacked flavour and quality.

Is your coffee at work from  
a vending machine?
Do you really want to use your caffeine 
ration on coffee this bad?
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1970s & 1980s
Coffee as a service.

In the 70s and 80s, office coffee services 
emerged as a popular option for workplace 
coffee. Providers would bring coffee and 
brewing equipment to the office, providing 
a more convenient and enjoyable coffee 
experience for employees.

Does your office have a press-a-button 
coffee machine?
It was acceptable in the 80s.
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2010s
Office coffee gets real.

In the 2010s, demand for specialty coffee in 
the workplace grew. Many offices started 
to offer high quality, single-origin coffee 
beans and a variety of brewing methods, 
such as pour-over and French press, to 
provide employees with a more artisanal 
coffee experience.

Does your office have hipster  
barista on staff?
Cool, I’ll have an organic, soya, iced frappe, 
mocha-choca-latte with an extra shot and 
no foam thank you.
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There’s an app for everything.  

In the age of the Internet of Things (IoT), 
many offices are using app-enabled coffee 
machines that can be controlled through 
your mobile or integrated with workplace 
management software. These machines can 
provide real-time data on coffee consumption, 
maintenance needs, and brewing parameters, 
making it easier for employers to manage their 
workplace coffee programs.

Can you order up a spiced latte from  
your smartphone in the office?
Looks like your office coffee is 100% up-to-date.

2020s
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The future
Enter the AI robots.

In the future, offices could be equipped 
with advanced coffee machines that use 
AI algorithms to deliver the perfect brew 
on demand. These machines would be 
connected to a network of sensors that 
track employees’ caffeine intake, heart rate, 
and other biometric data to ensure that 
they are getting the optimal amount of 
caffeine to keep them alert and focused.

Does your office have a hovering Ai robot 
to brew on-demand, at your desk?
Then you are living in a Netflix sci-fi series.
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If you’d like to discuss how we 
can future-proof your office, 
get in touch. 
 
16 Noel Street, London W1F 8DA
020 7734 4466
 
Maxis 1, Western Road 
Bracknell, Berkshire RG12 1RT
01344 353 800

Fancy a coffee?
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